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By MELISSA HEALY
Los Angeles Times 

A child born to a father 45 or 
older is three and a half times 
more likely to be diagnosed with 
autism, more than 13 times more 
likely to 
have atten-
tion deficit 
and hy-
peractivity 
disorder, 
and almost 
25 times 
more likely 
to suffer 
from bipo-
lar disor-
der than a 
child born 
to a man 
in his early 
twenties, 
says a study out this week.

Suicide attempts and substance 
use problems were also found to 
be more than twice as common in 
children born to older fathers than 
those with younger dads, and rates 
of academic failure — staying back 
a grade — and low educational 

WIRED IN

High-speed Internet 
could soon be more 

widely available in NH
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BROADBAND BASICS

Twenty-three percent of locations 
recorded in southwest New Hamp-
shire were considered unserved, 
meaning their Internet speeds are 
less than 768 Kbps downstream 
(downloading) and 200 Kbps up-
stream (uploading).*

Thirty-six percent of locations  
recorded download speeds of 3 Mbps  
or greater.*

* According to research by the Southwest Region 
Planning Commission, collected from 414 address  
locations through an online speed test.

About 35 percent of Cheshire 
County has access to more than 
three options of broadband provid-
ers, compared to 87 percent of Hills-
borough County, the 

most densely populated county in the 
state, according to the NTIA National 
Broadband Map.
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Broadband, also called high-speed Internet,  
refers to how fast a user can download and upload 
data, voice and video information. The Federal Com-
munications Commission defines download speeds of  
4 Mbps, or megabits per second, as the threshold for 
broadband service. 

By KAITLIN MULHERE
Sentinel Staff 

A bill that supporters say could improve access to 
high-speed Internet in New Hampshire may gain enough 
support this year to become law.

The bill would make it easier for counties and munici-
pal governments to issue bonds to build broadband infra-

structure, something ad-
vocates have been trying 
to do since 2010.

The legislation is one 
effort to improve access 
to broadband in the state. 
But it’s not the only one.

The Southwest Region 
Planning Commission is 
developing a broadband 
plan for the region, part 
of a statewide attempt 
to map out where broad-
band is available and 

how it can be made more widely accessible.
And in December, N.H. FastRoads completed con-

struction of a nearly 250-mile fiber-optic network to ad-
vance broadband offerings in the region, built with the 

By JENNIFER BJORHUS 
and EVAN RAMSTAD 

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 

Target Corp.’s profits plunged 
in the final months of its fiscal 
year as the company absorbed the 
twin blows of a nightmare data 

breach that drove shoppers from 
its stores, and losses tied to its 
rocky expansion in Canada.

Frigid temperatures punishing 
its northern markets didn’t help.

The nation’s No. 2 discount re-
tailer pledged to win back cus-
tomers as it released year-end 

earnings this week, and investors 
appear to have moved beyond the 
shocking hacker attack. Shares of 
the discount giant jumped after 
Target said it expects to perform 
in line with Wall Street expecta-
tions for 2014, minus unknown 
costs from the hacker attack, 

through aggressive cost-cutting 
and working out the merchandis-
ing kinks in Canada.

The Minneapolis-based retailer 
offered a particularly optimistic 
outlook for Canada, saying it ex-
pects sales there to double in 2014.

“We’ve definitely got to up our 

game on all fronts,” Target CEO 
Gregg Steinhafel told analysts. 
“We’re going to deliver ... just some 
eye-popping irresistible deals.”

The company wasn’t able to 
give a longer-term estimate of 

Older 
dads’ 
children 
at risk
More vulnerable to 
disorders, study says

Suicide 
attempts 
and drug 
problems 
were also 

found to be 
more than 
twice as 

common.

Target’s fourth-quarter profits fall 46 percent after holiday breach

By BRIAN BENNETT
 Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Border 
Patrol agents have deliberately 
stepped in the path of cars to jus-
tify shooting at the drivers and 
have fired in frustration at people 
throwing rocks from the Mexican 
side of the border, according to an 
independent review of 67 cases 
that resulted in 19 deaths.

The report by law enforcement 
experts criticized the Border Pa-
trol for “lack of diligence” in inves-
tigating U.S. agents who had fired 
their weapons. It also said it was 
unclear whether the agency “con-
sistently and thoroughly reviews” 

See TARGET’S on  Page A4

See OLDER on  Page A4

New report 
criticizes US 
Border Patrol
Says some agents 
stood in front of cars 
to justify deadly force

See REPORT on  Page B3

COURTESY PHOTO

Tim Wessels of Rindge says the N.H. FastRoads network has made a “world of difference.” Now, Wessels pays 
$70 to one Internet service provider for 20 Mbps of download and upload speed.

A BILL WOULD 
MAKE IT EASIER 
FOR COUNTIES 

AND MUNICIPAL 
GOVERNMENTS TO 
ISSUE BONDS TO 

BUILD BROADBAND 
INFRASTRUCTURE.

See BROADBAND on  Page B3
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TIM JOHNSON / McClatchy News Service 

Sister Christine Garcia, a Roman Catholic nun, takes part in a protest near the 
border crossing in Douglas, Ariz., earlier this month. Garcia holds up a cross with 
the name of a Mexican migrant who died trying to reach the United States.

use-of-deadly-force incidents.
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 

which had commissioned the review, has 
tried to prevent the scathing 21-page re-
port from coming to light.

House and Senate oversight commit-
tees requested copies last fall but received 
only a summary that omitted the most 
controversial findings — that some border 
agents stood in front of moving vehicles as 
a pretext to open fire and that agents could 
have moved away from rock throwers in-
stead of shooting at them.

The Los Angeles Times/Tribune Washing-
ton Bureau obtained the full report and the 
agency’s internal response, which runs 23 
pages. The response rejects the two major rec-
ommendations: barring border agents from 
shooting at vehicles unless its occupants are 
trying to kill them, and barring agents from 
shooting people who throw things that can’t 
cause serious physical injury.

The response, marked “Law Enforce-
ment Sensitive,” states that a ban on 
shooting at rock throwers “could create 
a more dangerous environment” because 
many agents operate “in rural or desolate 
areas, often alone, where concealment, 
cover and egress is not an option.”

If drug smugglers knew border agents 
were not allowed to shoot at their vehicles, 
it argues, more drivers would try to run 
over agents.

The new secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, Jeh Johnson, is “reconsidering the 
response” to the two recommendations, a 
Homeland Security official said Wednes-
day. The official spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss internal deliberations.

Mexican authorities have complained for 
years that U.S. border agents who kill Mex-
icans are rarely disciplined and that the re-
sults of investigations are not made public 
for years. Critics warn that more deaths or 
abuses are inevitable unless stricter rules 
are imposed to limit use of lethal force.

“There needs to be a level of account-
ability if you want to change the culture 
and the pattern,” said Christopher Wilson, 
an expert on U.S.-Mexico relations at the 
Woodrow Wilson Center, a think tank in 
Washington. “People are being killed that 
don’t need to be killed.”

The review was completed in February 

2013 by the Police Executive Research Fo-
rum, a nonprofit research and policy organi-
zation in Washington that works closely with 
law enforcement agencies. Experts from the 
group were allowed to examine internal Bor-
der Patrol case files on 67 shooting incidents 
from January 2010 to October 2012.

The authors said evidence in the case 
files suggested border agents in some cases 
stood in the road to shoot at drivers who 
were trying to avoid arrest and who posed 
no direct lethal threat to them or others.

“It is suspected that in many vehicle 
shooting cases, the subject driver was at-
tempting to flee from the agents who inten-
tionally put themselves into the exit path 
of the vehicle, thereby exposing themselves 
to additional risk and creating justifica-
tion for the use of deadly force,” the report 
reads. In some cases, “passengers were 
struck by agents’ gunfire.”

“It should be recognized that a half-
ounce (200-grain) bullet is unlikely to stop 
a 4,000-pound moving vehicle, and if the 
driver ... is disabled by a bullet, the vehicle 
will become a totally unguided threat,” it 
says. “Obviously, shooting at a moving ve-
hicle can pose a risk to bystanders includ-
ing other agents.”

The authors recommended training 
agents “to get out of the way ... as opposed 

to intentionally assuming a position in the 
path of such vehicles.”

They also recommended that the Border 
Patrol adopt police policies used in most 
U.S. jurisdictions, which bar officers from 
firing at a moving vehicle unless deadly 
force is being used “by means other than a 
moving vehicle.”

Border Patrol officials defended the 
use-of-force policies, arguing that agents 
needed broad flexibility to protect them-
selves and the nation’s borders.

“In a lot of cases, Border Patrol agents 
find themselves in an area where they don’t 
have communications, they don’t have im-
mediate backup and often don’t have the 
cover and concealment that urban areas 
provide when you are dealing with an esca-
lation of force,” Border Patrol Chief Michael 
J. Fisher said in a telephone interview.

Shawn P. Moran, vice president of the 
Border Patrol union, said the agency was 
right to reject restrictions on when agents 
can shoot.

If smugglers “know we aren’t allowed to 
defend ourselves, we would see many more 
rock attacks ...(and) assaults where vehi-
cles try to run down agents because they 
would know there would be no repercus-
sions,” Moran said from San Diego.

The Border Patrol has begun testing 

“less lethal” weapons — such as pepper 
spray, rubber bullets and Tasers — and 
added training on violent confrontations 
for new agents. Officials also now track 
shootings and rock-throwing incidents in 
a database intended to help leaders spot 
trends and adjust policy.

A Homeland Security Office of Inspec-
tor General report in September found that 
border agents opened fire on rock throwers 
22 times in fiscal year 2012. It did not say 
how many people were injured by the “rock 
assaults” or by the gunfire.

In recent congressional hearings, some 
lawmakers criticized Customs and Bor-
der Protection officials for not fully disclos-
ing when border agents are allowed to use 
deadly force, and what disciplinary actions, 
if any, had been taken.

“When a young person throws a rock 
across the border toward the border or bor-
der agents, some agents respond with a 
gun and other agents don’t respond at all. 
There seems to be some need for some con-
sistency in the response to these incidents 
and how we treat it,” Sen. Robert Menen-
dez, D-N.J., said at a Jan. 15 confirmation 
hearing for Gil Kerlikowske, the Obama 
administration’s nominee to head Customs 
and Border Protection.

Kerlikowske, a former Seattle police 
chief, said he had never served in a law 
enforcement agency that did not make its 
use-of-force policies public. He promised 
to release more information if he is con-
firmed. His nomination has not yet been 
brought up for a vote in the Senate.

The internal report does not detail spe-
cific shooting incidents. But news accounts 
have highlighted several deaths.

In the most recent case, a border agent 
fatally shot Jesus Flores Cruz, 41, on Feb. 
18 in a mountainous area east of San Di-
ego after the agent was allegedly hit in the 
head with a rock. Mexico’s Foreign Minis-
try said in a statement that it was “deeply 
concerned” about the incident.

In September 2012, Guillermo Are-
valo Pedroza, a 36-year-old construction 
worker, was shot and killed during a pic-
nic with his family on the Mexican side of 
the Rio Grande. A Border Patrol agent who 
fired his gun from a patrol boat said he had 
been pelted with rocks, officials said.

Mexican authorities denounced the 
shooting as “unacceptable” and said Pe-
droza was not trying to cross the border.

Report slams patrol for use of deadly force
(Continued from Page � A1)

help of $5 million in federal 
grant money.

Improving New Hamp-
shire’s broadband access is 
always near the top of the 
list when business owners 
and community members 
talk about ways to boost the 
local economy. Businesses 
and workers won’t come 
here without it and already-
existing companies can’t 
compete in a global market 
without it.

Other sectors — health 
care, education and public 
safety — also consistently 
rank access to quick, reli-
able Internet as a top devel-
opment priority.

But building out broad-
band to rural areas is ex-
pensive, Carole Monroe, 
executive director of Fas-
tRoads, said. There are few 
users in the rural area to 
absorb the cost of construc-
tion. New Hampshire’s 
geography doesn’t help, 
either, and so it’s cost-pro-
hibitive for private compa-
nies to expand into more re-
mote areas.

In 2006, the state began 
allowing county and munic-
ipal governments to issue 
bonds for building broadband 
infrastructure in “areas not 
served by an existing broad-
band carrier or provider,” or 
areas without enough poten-
tial customers to attract pri-
vate service providers.

Yet nearly every town 
has at least a small pocket 
of broadband, and so that 
clause essentially blocked 
towns from being able to 
bond for broadband, Mon-
roe said.

House Bill 286 aims to 
remove that barrier, while 
still allowing local control, 
said state Sen. Molly M. 
Kelly, D-Keene. The bill 
makes it easier for towns to 
bond for building out broad-
band, but the decision is 
still left to each individual 
town and its residents.

The bill passed the N.H. 
House earlier this winter in 
a 204-78 vote and will be in-
troduced before the Senate 
in a few weeks, where Kelly, 
one of its three sponsors, 
hopes it will find support.

Since it was introduced 
last year, the bill’s language 
has been tweaked to make 
its purpose more clear, 
Kelly said.

Now the bill clearly 
states that governments are 
only allowed to build the in-
frastructure, or equipment 
and technology, such as ca-
bles, needed to deliver high-
speed internet. Municipali-
ties cannot actually provide 
the service.

The bill also removes 
language that ties a gov-
ernment’s ability to bond to 
whether the area is served 
or unserved. That’s impor-
tant, Monroe said, since 
there are varying definitions 
of served and unserved, de-
pending on users’ needs.

People often hear, for 
example, that 95 percent 
of the state has access to 
broadband, she said. But 
that’s only by including all 
New Hampshire Internet 
speeds, some of which fall 
below the speed considered 
fast enough to be broad-
band, which is 4 megabits 
per second (Mbps). Most 
of the state, more than 
half, doesn’t have access 
to speeds that meet the 4 
Mbps threshold, she said.

If a town does want to 
bond for broadband infra-
structure, the new cable 
would have to reach those 
areas with inadequate ser-
vice, preventing a town 
from building only in the 
central area where other 
providers already are, Mon-
roe said.

“Even if only two or three 
towns decided they want to 
do this, it’s still one more 
tool in the toolbox,” Monroe 
said. “And why put up the 
barriers?”

Public awareness also 
might explain why this ver-
sion had strong support 
in the House but previous 
attempts did not, Mon-
roe said. People are realiz-
ing that dial-up and DSL 
connections aren’t enough 
anymore.

Monroe said she can’t 
stress enough how impor-
tant a competitive envi-
ronment is to improving 
both the quality and cost of 
broadband.

Since FastRoads went 

live, Monroe said she’s al-
ready heard of homeowners, 
businesses and schools that 
are getting faster speeds for 
the same amount of money.

The FastRoads project 
built out what’s called “mid-
dle mile,” super-fast cable 
that any service provider 
can now tap into and bring 
out to clients, creating com-
petition that drives prices 
down and speeds up.

So far, there are four 
providers on the network, 
which passes through 19 
towns, including Fitzwil-
liam, Gilsum, Keene, Mar-
low, Richmond, Rindge and 
Swanzey. Now that con-
struction is complete, Fas-
tRoads is working to add 
more providers to the list, 
as well as looking for ways 
to expand its network to 
more residential areas.

FastRoads also included 
two areas of “last mile” con-
struction, enabling 1,300 
residents and businesses in 
specific areas of Rindge and 
Enfield to connect directly 
to the FastRoads fiber, 
though a service provider 
has to bring the connection 
from the cable box on the 
street into the home.

So far, about 180 resi-
dents or businesses are us-
ing the network, Monroe 
said.

For Rindge resident Tim 
Wessels, the FastRoads net-
work has made a “world of 
difference.”

Before it, he paid $130 
a month for a satellite and 
two DSL circuits. Com-
bining all three, he had a 
download speed of just over 
3 megabits per second.

Now, Wessels pays $70 
to one Internet service pro-
vider for 20 Mbps of down-
load and upload speed.

The FastRoads network 
has different levels starting 
at 5 Mbps, meaning busi-
nesses and residents can 
buy the speed they need, 
but easily upgrade to higher 
bandwidth, Monroe said.

Wessels and his wife 
have ditched the satellite 
dish and Direct TV and 
bought two Rokus, devices 
to stream television through 
the Internet. It’s been a bit 
of an adventure figuring out 
how to access Major League 

Baseball or local news with-
out cable TV, but they’ve 
been able to create a com-
pletely personalized lineup.

They use the Internet to 
power their phone through 
Ooma Telo, a service with 
lot of extra features, includ-
ing forwarding voicemail 
messages to an email ad-
dress and sending a text to 
Wessels and his wife’s cell 
phones if someone dials 911 
from the house.

They have a personal 
computer, laptop, Chrome-
book, Kindle and two smart 
phones. And Wessels runs 
a computer business from 
home.

His work sometimes re-
quires him to remotely take 
over customers’ comput-
ers, which was tricky with 
his old speed. The custom-
ers would be looking at one 
thing, and Wessels would 
see another because his 
screen hadn’t refreshed yet.

Then there was the wait-
ing game every time he 
needed to upload a file.

“Before it was like, ‘Oh 
no, I better go have dinner 
and come back,’ “ Wessels 
said.

Even with all their gad-
gets running at once, he 
and his wife use barely half 
their bandwidth power.

Wessels says he knows 
completion of this network 
was a long effort for a lot of 
people, probably 10 years 
in the making. He’s grate-
ful because he’s enjoying 
the benefits of that work, 
both personally and profes-
sionally. But he still thinks 
there’s more to come.

“This is just the begin-
ning,” he said “This is the 
end of the beginning.”

Kaitlin Mulhere can be 
reached at 352-1234, ex-
tension 1439​, or kmul-
here@keenesentinel.com. 
Follow her on Twitter @
KMulhereKS.

Broadband access could become more widely available in NH
(Continued from Page � A1)


